Peopl€e’ s Petition

Justice to p» —
Tsunami victims!

No Reintroduction of ‘Regaining Sri Lanka’ - Rejected by the People!

The tsunami washed away 40,000 lives and | eft over 800,000 others with nothing.

Peoplefrom all over theworld have shown their tremendous goodwill by donating huge sumsof money
to help the tsunami victims, but 3 months later many are still living in camps in dreadful conditions,
with insufficient food, poor nutrition, insufficient sanitation and poor security, and no idea as to how
they can begin to rebuild their lives. The Government has a different agenda.

The Government has not established proper mechanismsfor providing them with relief. At the same
time, the Government has appointed a taskforce of big businessmen to decide how to rebuild their
lives. Their plan says, ‘ The objective isto put in place a new infrastructure and systems to meet the
challenges of the 21st century and fulfil the dreams and aspirations of a modern society.’

This plan will be another tsunami for the victims. It pushes the fisher people off the coast and out of
the seas, not for their security, but to create spacefor tourist hotelsand large fishing industries. 1t will
destroy their communities and livelihoods.

The Government will spend over $2 billion in implementing the plan, using the money that has been
donated for the tsunami victims and borrowing money from the international financial institutions to
add to the debt burden of the people.

It istime for the tsunami victims and all others that are in solidarity with them, including the people
from other countries that have so generously donated money for them, to join together to reject this
agenda and demand justice for tsunami victims.

The tsunami victims are the rightful owners of the money that has
been raised in their name and must decide how this money is spent.



We therefore make the following demands:

1. TheGovernment mustimmediately establish efficient and effective systemsto providetheaffected people
withrdief. Thismust ensurethewe Ibeing of vulnerablegroups, particularly children, by supplying adequate
nutrition and restarting schooling without delay, and women, by providing appropriatehousing and sanita-
tionfacilities. Thismust beprovided equally toall areasof thecountry.

2. A Peoplée sPlanning Commission must beestablished torepl acethe Businessmen’ s Taskforcetodecideon
how to assist the affected peopletorebuild lives. Thismust be made up of peoplewith expertiseand
experienceinworkingindisaster areaswho areabletorepresent theinterestsof affected peoplefromall
areasof thecountry.

3. Allthedonationsreceived by the Government must bespent intheway theaffected peopleseefit. Noloans
should betaken by the Government without consultation with the affected people. Theaffected people
must have accessto clear and comprehensiveinformation on the moniesreceived and allocated by the
Government.

4. Themajority of the peopledisplaced by thetsunami werethefishingcommunities. These peoplehavea
historical andtraditional right tothe coastal landsand the seasthat must beupheld. They should not be
displaced to makeway for touristsor thebusinesselite. They should decide how to protect themselves
from possiblefuturedisastersof thiskind.

5. All peopledisplaced by thetsunami mustimmediately begranted their right toreturntotheir land if they
wish. They must decideonthetypeof housing, sanitationfacilities, health and education serviceswithwhich
they areto beprovided by the Government.

6. All peopledisplaced by other disasters, particul arly those affected by thewar who havelivedin campsfor
aslongas15years, should aso betreatedinthesameway. Thiswill requiretheabandonment of theHigh
Security ZonesintheNorth/East.

7. TheStateof Emergency decreed by the President isbeing usedtoforcibly suppressthe peopl€ sresistance.
Thereisnojustificationfor usng emergency law threemonthsafter thetsunami. It must berevokedimme-
diatdly.
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